HISTORY OF THE DECCAN

Nizam's army together with 6,000 Mahratta horse,
drawn up to meet them. Law was on the eve of giving
up the attempt, but Bussy sent him an urgent order
" in the name of the King/' to push on at all hazards.
This was done, and after three days of hard fighting, in
which, however, the Mahrattas, who were secretly
desirous of gaining the services of Bussy for themselves,
took but little part, he managed to reach Haiatnagar,
about six miles from Hyderabad. Here he was joined
by a small force, and then marched into Bussy's camp in
the Char Mahal. The minister, Shah Nawaz Khan, now
saw that Bussy was master of the situation, and at once
sent proposals for an amicable arrangement. Bussy's
sole conditions, beyond the punishment of two of the
principal deserters, were that he should be reinstated
in his honours and dignities, and should, as hitherto,
be regarded as the officer next in authority to the Nizam.
This was agreed to, and on the 20th August, after having
been besieged for nearly six weeks by the whole of the
Nizam's army, Bussy was received in public Durbar
and reinstated by the Nizam in all his titles, dignities
and honours.

This incident is not, only a remarkable instance of
Bussy's marvellous courage and personal influence, but
also serves as a striking proof of the great value of a
small but highly disciplined force when opposed by large
numbers, badly disciplined and badly armed. It was a
lesson which the Mahrattas learnt, and henceforward
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we shall find them organizing similar forces themselves,
and, as they were unable to detach Bussy from his alleg-
iance to the Nizam, they looked round for others to
take his place.

Bussy remained for three months and a half at Hydera-
bad, and then, on the i6th November, marched to Masuli-